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Abstract :-

Social security is a wider concept that
acts as a facilitator to the process of human
development. Further, it provides opportunities

for making various choices pertaining to the
life of individuals, especially of the deprived
sections of the society. In this regard, the
responsibility of social assistance programme
for the benefits of such people of the society
who are socialy, economically, physically or
mentally weak lies not only with the state or
the Government but also with the citizens or
civil society. Under socia assistanceinitiatives
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study an attempt has been made to examine
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undertaken by the government of the
Chhattisgarh state of India. This study
considers the reports published by the social
welfare department of the government of
Chhattisgarh in analyzing the coverage of the
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I ntroduction :-

Social assistance or security is an
arrangement of providing some kind of
support to aparticular section of society. Under
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this approach all individuals or group of individuals in a society is considered equal and
important therefore the sections of society specially the ones who lives below a particular
defined socio-economic conditions or measures (socio-economic caste census — 2011 in India)
are given some kind of support for better or favorable decent life. Further, in developing
economies like India, provisions for providing social security to underprivileged sections of
the society have been well enshrined in the constitution.

Under Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), the constitution through article 41
directs the state for welfare of poor and helpless people considering its financial limitations.
Againarticle4l of Indian constitution makes provision for welfare of the poor, senior citizens,
widows, abandoned child and women, sick, disabled, unemployed and helpless section of
society through encouraging state for provisioning of socio-economic support and devel opment
opportunities to these sections of the society. So the various socia assistance programmes of
state governments provide various kinds of opportunities that act as facilitator in human
development. Proper healthcarefacilities, opportunitiesfor educational attainment and decent
livelihood etc. to the above mentioned sections of the soci ety are some of theimportant aspects
of socia development.

The National Assistance Program is a central scheme that starts on 15 august 1995.
Under this program, each state provides benefits to the needy by different scheme. Social
assistance programmes plays crucial rolein providing financial support to the persons living
below poverty line of a particular section of the society.

According to the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution of India, every
state should do welfare work for poor and helpless people and in the article 41 thereis a
provision to provide economic-social support and development opportunities to the
unemployed, old, sick and disabled of the states.

Objectives of the study :-
This study aims to examine the followings :

1. To study the various social assistance programmes currently being implemented in
the Chhattisgarh state of India.

2- To suggest the measures to enhance the effectiveness of these social assistance
programmes in Chhattisgarh state of India.

Literature of Review :-

The literature review on social assistance, social security programmes across show
diversified resultsin India, i.e. the effectives of these programmes varies from state to state.
According to the working paper titled ‘Resource Gap Analysis of National Social Assistance
Programme’ of the Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability, New Delhi, the National
Social Assistance Programme is found to be underfunded. Further, expanding the financial
horizon of the social welfare/ assistance schemes and revising the scheme guidelines was
found significant for making the programme more inclusive and effective. In another study,
‘Do Social Policies Improve Choices for Women in India’? Indira Mahendravada (2018)
discusses about the various aspects of socia welfare programmes and their effectives consider
gender into prime consideration. Further, according to the study report titled ‘A study of
effectiveness of Social Welfare Programmeson Senior Citizenin rural Rgjasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat & Madhya Pradesh’, the status of elder people in rural areas of India requires
comprehensive protection, promotion and security at the village level. Further, Panchayat’s in
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rural areas can play significant role in awareness generation and providing direct social
assistance among the rural people.

Research M ethodology :-

In order to understand the various socia assistance programmes / schemes for socio-
economic welfare of people in Chhattisgarh, this study exhaustively reviewsthese schemesin
a comprehensive manner. Information relating to the social assistance schemes for welfare
and empowerment of people has been taken from the annual report and website of department
of socia welfare, Government of Chhattisgarh. Thusthese schemes has been comprehensively
analyzed and presented in discussion and conclusion section.

Discussions and conclusion :-

Discuss on the following aspects in detail with your observation / understanding
According to these Directive Principles of State Policy, the government of Chhattisgarh, every
year under the Social assistance Program isconducting various schemes such as Chief Minister
Pension Scheme, Social Assistance Pension Scheme, Sukhad Sahara Scheme, Indira Gandhi
National Old Age Pension Scheme, Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme, Indira
Gandhi National Disability Pension scheme and national family assistance scheme for
respectfully living, socia and financial support for senior citizens, widows and abandoned
women in the society.

This scheme provides afixed pension per month to its beneficiaries. Different Socia
assistance programmes have different criteria (which is we can see Table no. - 1) but all
scheme under Social Assistance program have acommon criteriathat the benefit of the scheme
will be given only to people below the poverty line.

From the bel ow mentioned diagram/ figure-1 the various aspects of the social assistance
programmes can be observed.

Thevarious aspects of the social assi stance programmes can be observed from the bel ow
mentioned diagram -1.

Figure-1: An overview of social assistance programmesin India

* Arrangement of providing some kind of support to

Social Asistance Programmes : : :
& a particular section of society

' » Persons with Disabilities (PwD). Senior Citizen.

Target benefeciries Divorced women and dwarf person and third
gender, transgenders ete.

* Providing opportunities for the development of the
particular section of society so that they can
contribute in society as per their capabilities

* Through transfer in bank account i.e. Direct
Benefit Transter (DBT)
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Table-1: Social assistance programmesin Chhattisgarh state of India

S | Programmes | Target section of the | Programme | Social assistance / Number of
N society / Eligibility | launch details | monetary support beneficiaries
criteria for availing
social assistance
programme
1 | ChiefMimisters | ¢ 60 yearsorolder | From INR 350 permonth or 3,10,797 (as
Pension Scheme (senior citizen)or | finanaalyear | INR 4200 Per anmum on December
e widows18years |2018-19 2018)
ofage orolderor
abandonedafter
mamage iving
belowpovertyline
2 cial Secunity | e Disabled childrenin | From INR 350 permonth or 5.16,649 (as
PensionScheme | the age group of 6- | finandalyear | INR 4200 Peranmum on December
17 yearsliving 1981-82 2018)
belowpovertyline
3 | SukhadSahara | ¢ Widowsaged 18-39 | Fromthe INR 350 permonth or 241,771 (as
Yojana years finandalyear | INR 4200 Peranmm on December
 Abandoned women | 2001-02 2018)
18 yearsofage or
olderhving below
poverty line
4 | IndiraGandn | 60 yearsorolder From e For60-79 INR350 per | 6,62,446(as
National Old (senior citizen)iving | finanaal year monthor INR 4200 Per | on December
Age Pension belowpovertyline 1995-96 annum 2018)
Scheme ¢ For80to older INR
650 permonthor INR
7800Per anmumm
5 Gandh e Widowsmtheage From INR 350 permonth or 1,72,776(as
National Widow | group of40to 79 finandal year | INR 4200 Per anmum on December
PensionScheme | yearshvingbelow | 2009-10 2018)
the poverty line
6 | IndwaGandm | e Disabledintheage | From INR 500 permonth or 32,084 (as
National group of 18to 79 finandalyear | INR 6000 Peranmm on December
Disabled yearshvingbelow | 2009-10 2018)
Pension Scheme | the poverty line
7 | National Family | e Personlivingbelow | From Alump sumINR 20000 | 3,794 (ason
Support Scheme | povertylineinage | finandalyear | totheheadofthe family | December
group 18-60,died | 2009-10 2018)
accidentally or
naturally is eligible
forentitlement of
this scheme.

Source: Department of Social welfare, Government of Chhattisgarh

From the above table-1, various social assistance programmes can be analyzed
comprehensively along-with details of financial support provided and number of beneficiaries
who availed the benefits of these programmes.

Suggestions :-

In order to enhance the effectiveness of these social assistance programmes in
Chhattisgarh state of India, the following initiatives can be undertaken;

1. Creating awareness among people about socia issuesand variouswelfare programmes
specially relating to the elders, widowed and women.

2. Convergence of the various schemes for socio-economic welfare of disadvantaged
groups of the society at large.
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3. Information, education and communication (IEC) about socia assistance programmes
to intended beneficiaries through participation of people at Panchayat level and
extensive usage of socia mediafor that may serve the purpose.

References :-
https://sw.cg.gov.in/sites/defaul t/files/ar-2018-19.pdf
https://sw.cg.gov.in/sites/defaul t/files/cm-pensan-yojana. pdf

Study Report on A study of effectiveness of Social Welfare Programmes on Senior
Citizen in rura Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat & Madhya Pradesh
retrieved from http://planningcommission.gov.in/reports/sereport/ser/
ser_shikshasamiti.pdf on 19/12/2019

4. Mahendravada Indira (2018), Do Socia Policies Improve Choices for Women in
India?, University of Mysore, Vol 16, No 2 retrieved from https://
socwork.net/sws/article/view/580/1127 on 19/12/2019

5. State of pensions in India 2018 report,Helpage India, retrieved from https:.//
www.hel pagei ndia.org/wp-content/upl oads/2018/10/State-of -Pensions-
in-India-by-Pension-Parishad.pdf on 19/12/2019

6. Statusof socia security & socia protectionfloorsinIndia, (2019), Agewell Foundation,
retrieved from https://social .un.org/agei ng-working-group/documents/
tenth/Social-Security-in-India-2019.pdf on 19/12/2019

7. Report of the steering committee on social welfare for the tenth five year plan (2002-
2007) Planning commission, Government of India, retrieved from http:/
/planningcommi ssion.nic.in/aboutus/committee/strgrp/stgp_solwel . pdf

*kkkkkk*k

January to March 2020 WWW.SHODHSAMAGAM.COM 483
IMPACT FACTOR
A DOUBLE-BLIND, PEER-REVIEWED QUARTERLY MULTI DISCIPLINARY SIIF (2019): 553

AND MULTILINGUAL RESEARCH JOURNAL




